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Mrs. Brooks is a teacher's aide for K4 here at Christian Hills School. Her favorite part about working at CHS is she gets to be with her 4 year old son,     

Jackson, and she gets to help other kids. She has two other children; Chelsea, 11 and Kennedy, 10. Both girls also go to CHS. Previously, she has 
taught both Kindergarten and second grade at public School District 163. She has been married for 17 years, and has been teaching for 18 years. She 

currently attends Victorious Living Church of God. Life´s journey led Mrs. Brooks to her salvation. She has a Doctorate, two Masters, and a        
Bachelor's degree! She is also an adjunct professor at Olivet Nazarene University. She believes education is the key to unlocking many doors. 

              by Zoie Balaskas & Jori Lambert, 7th Grade 

Getting to Know… 

 

 
 

                

This year’s Christmas production was called A Christmas Carole. It was written by Mrs. 

Disser! The Christmas production this year was about a grumpy teacher who hated       

Christmas because of what happened to her as a child. She was bullied as a child because her 
last name was Christmas. She has hated Christmas since then. She was then visited by the 

ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future. With a little help from her students, she learns 
to love Christmas once again. The cast of the play included Jayden Gillies as Hope Past,  

Makayla Harley as young Carole Christmas, Poppy Mahalick as Mrs. Christmas, and 
Jazmyn Nelson as adult Carole Christmas. Joshua Jakes was Joel, Chris Johnson was Adam, 

and Gage Kosloskus was Michael Present. Shama Patel portrayed Nicole, Karalyn White 

was Jubilee Future, and Annie Bergeron was the Narrator. Alison Pavoni was Kid 1, Jacob 
Leary was Kid 2, and Daniela Dodge was Kid 3. Zoie Balaskas and Jori Lambert did a    

special dance during a song called I Wanna Be Wise. There were also drummers TJ Vinson, 

Jackson Bergeron, Jeremiah Johns, Kennedy Brooks, Terrence Ware, and Brian Peck for the 

song O Children Come. There were also shepherds and angels for the song Disco Gloria. The 

shepherds were Frank Huisman, Caden Blohm, Dinum Watkins, and Nathan Majchrzak. The 

angels were   Emma Weeks, Caitlyne Disser, Gabriela Huisman and Joely MacRitchie. We hope 

everyone enjoyed watching the production as much as we enjoyed performing it! We know    
everyone we visited at the nursing homes the following week did! 

                 by Gabriela Huisman & Jazmyn Nelson, 7th Grade 
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                  by Adrienne Brown, 8th Grade & Karalyn White, 7th Grade 

In the last edition of this paper, we did a survey to find the classes favorite Thanksgiving foods. We really enjoyed doing that, so this month we      

decided to do another survey. This one is about favorite Christmas movies. We had a couple options for the students; A Charlie Brown Christmas, 

The Muppet Christmas Carol, The Polar Express, The Nutcracker, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, and Elf. A lot of students were asking for      

different movies, but as third grade was the first grade we went to, they got to decide our movie options. We’ll start at the beginning; most of K3 voted 

for How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Each of these movies only got one vote, Elf, Muppets, Nutcracker, Polar Express, and Charlie Brown. 

Then we moved on to K4/K5, again, The Grinch won for both classes. The runner up was Charlie Brown and Polar Express tied with three votes in 

K4. K5 liked The Nutcracker almost as much as The Grinch. First grade’s favorite was also The Grinch. I think it will be the favorite for most of the 

younger grades. They did like all the other movies, too. It was a pretty well-rounded vote. 

Second and third are next. Second couldn’t decide on their favorite; The Grinch and Charlie Brown tied with 4 votes for each. The rest got 2 votes 

each, except for the poor Muppets who didn’t get any votes. Third grade had a lot of votes because, they have a lot of students. Elf, The Grinch, and 

The Nutcracker all tied for their favorite. 

Fourth grade liked The Grinch, with Elf riding on its tail; 4 votes to 3. Moving in to fifth grade, we found that Elf was their favorite. The only other 

votes went to The Grinch and The Nutcracker. This next one is surprising; sixth grade’s only votes were for Elf! Seventh and eighth agreed (for once) 

that Elf was the best. And for the finishing touch, Mrs. Bergstrand revealed that her favorite Christmas movie is The Nutcracker! What’s your favorite 

Christmas movie? Thanks for reading, we hope you have a merry and blessed Christmas. 
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                                      by Ben Gomez & Jackson Bergeron, 8th Grade 
Our school has an In-School Spelling Bee every year! Each grade from first through eighth participates. The first place winner in first grade was Dejen 

Knight, Aubrey Proskey came in second. In second grade, Caleb Leary achieved first place, and Matthew Mahalick attained second. Third grader 
Nathan Abiona received first place, with Kaylee Stewart, a close second. In fourth grade, Gage Kosloskus accomplished first place and Chris       

Johnson, second. Also, in fifth grade, Elias Ricks reached first place for his grade and Joseph Borkowsky achieved second. Once again, in sixth, grade   
Alyssa Espano came in first place while her brother, Anthony Espano, came in a close second. In seventh grade, Jori Lambert reached first, and 

Jazmyn Nelson accomplished second. Finally, in eighth grade, Jackson Bergeron came in first place and Ethan Blohm came in second. All of the 

winners will not have to do any spelling and they will get all 100% on all spelling homework and tests! On the day of the Spelling Bee, the first place 
winners also get a day off of school. If a first place winner cannot go to the regional Spelling Bee for some reason, the second place winner will. So, be 

sure to cheer on our school at the ACSI Regional Spelling Bee on March 15, 2019!  

Second Grade Thanksgiving Readers Theater  
            by Marcello Gamboa, 8th Grade 

Every year, Mrs. Robinson, the second grade teacher, reads a book with her class 
for Thanksgiving. The book is about a girl named Molly, who was from Russia. 

Molly got bullied in the third grade by a girl named Elizabeth. Other bullies also 
made a mean song about Elizabeth. 

The second grade was given parts by Mrs. Robinson to read in front of all the    

classes. After the Readers Theater, the kids showed dolls to the classes they made. 
A few kids designed them from where their family was from. Plenty of students 

found out that their parents and grandparents were in fact pilgrims. The places they 
were from are India, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Nigeria, 

France, Germany, Ghana, Kenia, Cuba, Bahamas, 
Native American, and the Philippines. Some kids 

parents’ made refreshments. After the Readers  

Theater, the refreshments were brought to the  
classroom. It was the popular food from the place 

their families were from. The refreshments were 
really good. 

An Original Poem by Allison Gillies, 8th Grade 

Christ Our Lord 
One holy night amidst the fear, 
Jesus was born to protect us here. 

To bring good tidings and lots of cheer. 
 

Long ago in the time of kings,   

An angel came to sing 
Of a baby born for suffering. 

 
To lowly shepherds in the field one night, 

The angels gave them quite a big fright, 
Promising good news, peace, and everlasting light. 

 

In the east a Christmas star, 
Shone to wise men from afar. 

Foretelling the birth of a pure heart. 
 

In dead of night in the stable hay, 
A baby born to us this day. 

To take all of our sins away. 

 
Gifts of gold and precious treasures, 

For the one true gift of hope beyond measure. 
Sent for the world; a never ending pleasure. 

 
Christ our Savior, humble and true, 

Born to die for me and you. 

The holy thing He came to do. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 

the house and line of David. He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 

child. While they were 

there, the time came 

for the baby to be born, 

and she gave birth to 

her first born, a son. 

She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him 

in a manger, because 

there was no guest 

room available for 

them. 

Luke 2:4-7 

Verse of the Month  

Presented by Grace Wallace,, 

7th Grade 

Dejen Aubrey Caleb Matthew Nathan Kaylee Gage Chris 

Elias Joseph Alyssa Anthony 

Jori Jazmyn Jackson Ethan 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwinsKP3j6zfAhUQVa0KHdLjBGEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Flutheran-church-regina.com%2Fblogs%2Fpost%2Fsermon-christmas-day-2015-luke-24-7-diamond-in-the-rough-pasto
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                  by Eli Weeks, 8th Grade 

On November 5th, the fourth and fifth graders took a field trip to Graue Mill and Museum. I       
interviewed a fourth grade student to find some details. She said, “We learned about flax. A lady 

showed us how to make a quilt out of flax. She also taught us how to prepare the flax before 
making it into a quilt. After that, we walked upstairs and learned about wool. She taught us how 

to clean the wool with a special brush.” 

        by Niko Balaskas, 8th Grade 

Mrs. Robinson’s second grade class and Mrs. Yff's third grade class 
went on a field trip to Drury Lane. They saw the classic, heartwarm-

ing production of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. This play 
tells the tale of Ebenezer Scrooge, an elderly miser who was visited 

by the ghost of his former business partner Jacob Marley. Scrooge 
hated Christmas and anyone who wished him a “Merry Christmas”. 

The classic response of Scrooge’s “BAH! HUMBUG” is famous to 

this day! Scrooge, meets the gentle ghost of Christmas past, the jolly 
ghost of Christmas present, and the scary ghost of Christmas to 

come. All want to teach him a lesson that money can’t buy you happiness. I was told 
the story of kindness, compassion, and redemption made this play so much fun to 

watch. The characters came to life, with their amazing costumes that were designed 
specifically for them. The rotating stage and sets were beautifully decorated, you felt 

like you were back in that time period. Watching the reaction of the students was fun to experience as the cast sang 

and danced, it brought the story to life!  They did a live question and answer at the end of the play, they learned 
that the cast practices their lines first in a room all together, but then they only had a couple weeks on the stage to   

practice the play before they perform. This play is a must see; family friendly and perfect for all ages! 

On December 6th, Mrs. Mollo’s Kindergarten class went to BellaBoo's. It is a museum 

for children nine years and younger. The museum is not in Illinois, it is in Indiana. The 
Kindergarteners made 

ice cream there. It’s an  
interactive museum 

where you can play. 
It’s both fun and   

educational. In the 

outdoors, they have a 
dino dig and water 

play.  They also have children’s cooking and Santa’s   builders 
inside. The Kindergarteners had a lot of fun. BellaBoo’s has 

classes and camps. You’re also able to throw parties at         
BellaBoo’s, and they have special events.  

               by Terrence Ware, 7th Grade 

    
The Dark Secret is the fourth book in the Wings of Fire series by Tui T. Sutherland. The star of this book is Starflight, the nerdy 

but loyal Nightwing. Starflight believes everything he reads about Nightwings. He reads about how Nightwings have mind     

reading and prophecy powers, he reads about how they have so much treasure that their rooms are overflowing, and how 

Nightwings are supposedly the most superior tribe. In the rainforest, as he is guarding the tunnel to the Night kingdom, Clay goes 
hunting for some food. Just as Clay runs off, dark talons wrap around his snout and body. He knew that something painful was 

coming, and he was knocked out with a club. Cold salt water is poured over him in an effort to wake him up; it works! He sits up 

with a yelp and looks around. There are several other Nightwing dragonets in the room with him. Morrowseer, a mean 

Nightwing, says something about a secret plan to take the Rainwing territory because the Nightwing island is horrible, is running 
out of food, and is bound to be destroyed by the “dormant” volcano on the island. Starflight knows that Glory, as the new queen 

of the Rainwings, will not let that happen. Later, he finds out that there is an alternate group of destiny dragonets, who are     

nothing like the originals. The Nightwing of that group, Fatespeaker, is energetic and fearless, unlike nerdy and cowardly       

Starflight. The Mudwing is always hungry but in a pushy, annoying way, instead of cute and embarrassed when his stomach 
growls, like Clay is. Their Sandwing has a barb on her tail and has restless hostility to her, unlike the sweet, loyal personality of 

Sunny. (Who is the love of Starflight’s life, by the way.) Their Skywing is actually a Skywing, unlike Glory. And Their Seawing is weak, whiny, and annoying; 

unlike the strong, almost unstoppable Tsunami. Starflight and Fatespeaker figure out where the Nightwing’s super-secretive Queen is. They talk to her and 

then sneak back to the rainforest to tell Glory to gather an army and attack at sundown. Glory gathers the army and invades the Nightwing fortress all before 

the volcano explodes. Before any of the Nightwings could pass through to the Rainforest, they had to swear loyalty to queen Glory. All but one Nightwing 
swears loyalty, Morrowseer. The original dragonets decide that Morrowseer would be too much of a threat to the Queen and do not let him enter. The volcano 

explodes right then and right there, killing Morrowseer and blinding Starflight. The rest of the Rainwings and Nightwings make it bake to the safety of the 

rainforest. I give this book 4 ½  out of 5 stars. Like all of the books so far, this book does not have a generic storyline, has a ton of adventure, and is just great 

overall.            Book written by Tui T. Sutherland; Review and Summary by Myah Weeks, 7th Grade 
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                   by Camryn Disser, 8th Grade 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them: The Crimes of Grindelwald is 

the second in a series spin off. This PG-13 rated movie is based on          
characters written by J.K. Rowling. In the movie, Grindelwald, a very     

powerful wizard, is in search of a boy wizard who has crazy-awesome, but 
totally unstable powers. Newt Scamander, one of the main characters, is 

convinced by Dumbledore to find the powerful boy before Grindelwald can 
get his hands on him. There are some really cool special effects in this   

movie, including a giant lion type creature that Newt captures in his      

magical suitcase. This movie is great for people who loved reading the   
Harry Potter book series. There are some characters and names that are 

seen in that  series as well. Overall, it is a great movie full of fantasy and 
imagination.  

The movie Instant Family is about a couple, Pete and Ellie, that  want to start a family. So they 

go to the adoption agency. Their intentions were to adopt one small child, but they meet three 

siblings that don’t wat to be separated. Now they must learn how to raise a family of three kids 
all together. 

I would rate this movie 9 out of 10 because of its setting and main subject. And I would also  
suggest this movie to a family with adopted children. This movie is rated PG-13. 

                     by Tru Butler, 7th Grade 

     

       
    by Jeremy Faustin, 8th Grade 

Ralph Breaks the Internet is a PG-rated kids 

movie. It got an 88% on Rotten Tomatoes. This 

movie is a sequel to the movie Wreck It Ralph. 

A summary of this movie is, Ralph wants to 

make some changes to Vanellope's game because 
she complains that her game is too predictable. 

So, Ralph tries to change it by adding a new part 

to the track, but the steering wheel on the     
physical game gets broken. They find out that 

they can get a replacement part for the game on eBay. So, they go to the internet and travel to eBay. 
They find the part, but when they go to check out, they realize that it costs money, which they don't 

have. So, they try and get rich by finding a valuable car in a game called “Slaughter Race”. But that 
doesn't work, so they go to Buzz Tube to make viral videos. This does work, and they get enough to 

buy the steering wheel. Unfortunately, Vanellope doesn't want to go back to “Sugar Rush”; she wants 

to stay in “Slaughter Race” with some new friends. Ralph causes the sub-conflict, but he fixes it   
because he realizes that best friends can have different dreams. I give this movie a 9/10 because,  

visually, it was great. The story was kind of cliché, but I do recommend this movie. 
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      by Zed Ruff, 8th Grade  

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse is funny, 

original, adventurous, and action-packed. It 
is a kid friendly, PG-rated feature-length 

cartoon. Even though it has weapons, 
fights, injuries, and even death; it still is 

cartoonish but can be pretty intense. This 
movie is about a boy named Miles Morales 

who is reluctantly enrolled into an elite New 

York City boarding school, but wants to 
hang out with his Brooklyn city friends. His 

mom is a doctor and his father is an elite, 
commanding cop. He is accidentally bit by a 

radioactive spider, and with this, he is   
overwhelmed by all his powers and sticking 

on to things. He  stumbles into a secret lab 

where he sees Spiderman fighting Green Goblin. This is all planned by Kingpin, who is 
making a interdimensional experiment. Spiderman is trying to stop him from opening a hole 

in space, which would destroy New York. In doing so, Spiderman is wounded, but        
Kingpin’s experiment resulted in another Spiderman from a parallel universe. This parallel 

universe Spiderman bumps into Miles, and Miles convinces this Spiderman to mentor him. 
Since the original Spiderman is killed by Kingpin, Miles goes to the other Spiderman. Miles 

and the other Spiderman form a team later in the movie. The team included the parallel  

universe Spiderman, a teenage Gwen Stacy who is an anime Spidergirl that is from the   
future, a cartoon pig, a black and a white 1930’s noir Spiderman. After they all get over their 

shock knowing that there are more Spider people, they team up to takedown the criminal 
crime boss Kingpin and to return to their universes. 

Robin Hood is a thriller-action movie. The actor portraying Robin Hood is Taron Egerton. Robin 

Hood’s coach is actor Jamie Foxx. This movie is rated PG-13. I wouldn't recommend kids under 13 

to see it. It has a lot of action. It is themed like in the 1800’s. At first Robin didn’t know anything 
about fighting, but his coach taught him everything. Robin started stealing from carts and houses. He 

started stealing because he needed money and food. The king of England was the bad guy of the 
movie. Nobody liked him. Robin was on the king’s death list; he wanted to kill him. But in the end, 

Robin killed the king.                   by Todd Vinson, 7th Grade  

        A Continuing Story by Ethan Blohm, 8th Grade 

So, they found everyone. Now they eat and continue their adventure. 
Their first class is English with Mrs. Pavoni. They are learning stuff. 

(What kind of “stuff”?) Next class is Math with Mrs. White. Ok you 
know what, I’m just going to skip the end of the day. “Hey guys check 

this out.” Leo said. “I found a hole in the wall. I wonder where it leads.” Piper said. “I don’t know but I’m getting a weird vibe.” Jason said          
worriedly, “I hope it’s not something creepy.” Hazel said, “I guess we’ll never know if we don’t find a way in.” Leo said, “I think that this thing has 

been here for a while. I’m surprised nobody’s seen it yet.” “Me too Leo, Me too!” said Jason. “Hey guys, check this out. I found another hole in the 

wall!” yelled Hazel. “Nice job Hazel!” Leo responded. “ Guys, I think they are leading somewhere.” said Piper. “Why do you think that Piper?” Leo 
responded. “Because there is another one over here and one over there too.” Piper said. “Hey, there is one here too!” said Jason. “Wow, I guess they 

are leading somewhere.” Said Leo. “Well what are we waiting for? Let’s find out where they lead to.” said Piper. To be continued... 

The Adventures of People 
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